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Jeremiah 17:5-6 (NLT)   This is what the Lord says: "Cursed are those who put their trust in mere humans and turn their hearts away from the Lord. [6] They are like stunted shrubs in the desert, with no hope for the future. They will live in the barren wilderness, on the salty flats where no one lives. 

Five Trends To Governmental Prominence

1) Erosion of morality.

2) Separation of government and spirituality.

3) The treasury used for personal gain.

4)  From independence to dependence.
5) From character to ideology.

Whenever someone's main motiavtion is reduced to maintaining their position, the long-term result will always be mediocrity.

Big Question #1:  How does Government relate to God and to me?

Romans 13:1-2 (NLT)   Obey the government, for God is the one who put it there. All governments have been placed in power by God. [2] So those who refuse to obey the laws of the land are refusing to obey God, and punishment will follow. 

God ordained government.

Government should be obeyed.

Acts 5:29 (NLT)   But Peter and the apostles replied, "We must obey God rather than human authority. 

Government should be subject to God's Law.

Big Question #2:  Do you believe that God rewards proportionately for the work you do?

2 Thes. 3:10-13 (NLT)  …. "Whoever does not work should not eat."  Yet we hear that some of you are …., refusing to work … Settle down and get to work. Earn your own living…... 

Big Question #3:  What does all this mean to the economic issues we are facing today.

· The Economic Crisis

· Health Care

· Energy Independence

· Re-Distribution of Wealth

The Biblical philosophy of economics:  Compassionate Capitalism.

An economic system in which the means of production and distribution are privately or corporately owned and development is proportionate to the accumulation and reinvestment of profits gained in a free market.(AHD)

Christ Followers should use profits to build God's Kingdom....

Luke 16:9   I tell you, use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends. In this way, your generosity stores up a reward for you in heaven. 

Luke 6:38   If you give, you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full measure, pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, and running over. Whatever measure you use in giving—large or small—it will be used to measure what is given back to you." 

Big Question #4:  What is the ultimate remedy to our economic problems?  

A return to a national primary focus on the pursuit of what is important to God.

Matthew 6:33 (NCV)   The thing you should want most is God's kingdom and doing what God wants. Then all these other things you need will be given to you. 
Jeremiah 17:7-8 (NLT)  "But blessed are those who trust in the Lord and have made the Lord their hope and confidence. [8] They are like trees planted along a riverbank, with roots that reach deep into the water. Such trees are not bothered by the heat or worried by long months of drought. Their leaves stay green, and they go right on producing delicious fruit. 

