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A) Engaging with Jesus is a transformational experience.

2 Cor. 5:17 (NIV)   Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 

B) When properly focused, the flow of the church is a beautiful picture.

Galatians 6:1-2 (NLT)  Dear brothers and sisters, if another Christian is overcome by some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path. And be careful not to fall into the same temptation yourself. [2] Share each other's troubles and problems, and in this way obey the law of Christ. 

C) Often, understanding is beyond our capability.

Isaiah 55:8-9 (NLT)  "My thoughts are completely different from yours," says the Lord. "And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. [9] For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts. 

Mental illness and demonic possession are separate things.

Matthew 12:25   Jesus knew their thoughts and replied, "Any kingdom at war with itself is doomed. A city or home divided against itself is doomed. 

The only unpardonable sin is rejection of the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 12:31-32    "Every sin or blasphemy can be forgiven-except blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, which can never be forgiven. [32] Anyone who blasphemes against me, the Son of Man, can be forgiven, but blasphemy against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven, either in this world or in the world to come. 

D) Grief:  A curse - and a blessing.

The five stages of grief:
1) Denial & isolation.

2) Anger.

3) Bargaining, questioning.

4) Depression.

5) Acceptance.

Lessons from Jesus' Grief:

Matthew 14:10-14   So John was beheaded in the prison, ….. John's disciples  Jesus what had happened.  As soon as Jesus heard the news, he went off by himself in a boat to a remote area to be alone. But the crowds heard where he was headed and followed by land from many villages.  A vast crowd was there as he stepped from the boat, and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 

Grief is a process, not an event.

Grief takes time, but is temporary.

We must get back in the game. 

Hope is directionally proportional to our willingness to move forward with God's plan for us.

E) What is my part?

Q:  How can I help?

A; Pray for all involved. 

Contribute financially, 

Simply call or send cards. 

Feed the family over the next few weeks 

Q:  What do I say to them?   
'I'm so sorry.' 
‘I love you.' 
‘I’m praying for you.’
