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1) Real hope has a long term perspective.  

2 Kings 11:1-3  When Athaliah, …., learned that her son was dead, she set out to destroy the rest of the royal family.  But Ahaziah's sister Jehosheba, the daughter of King Jehoram, took Ahaziah's infant son, Joash, and stole him away …. Joash and his nurse remained hidden in the Temple of the Lord for six years while Athaliah ruled over the land.

Genesis 3:15   From now on, you and the woman will be enemies, and your offspring and her offspring will be enemies. He will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." 

2) Real hope is initiated as a spiritual movement.  

2 Kings 11:4   In the seventh year of Athaliah's reign, Jehoiada the priest summoned the commanders, the Carite mercenaries, and the guards to come to the Temple of the Lord. He made a pact with them and made them swear an oath of loyalty there in the Lord's Temple; then he showed them the king's son. 

Isaiah 9:6-7   For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. And the government will rest on his shoulders. These will be his royal titles: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  His ever expanding, peaceful government will never end. He will rule forever with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David….
3) Real hope must be carefully nurtured.  

2 Kings 11:11-12   The guards stationed themselves around the king, with their weapons ready. …. Then Jehoiada ….presented Joash with a copy of God's covenant and proclaimed him king. They anointed him, and all the people clapped their hands and shouted, "Long live the king!"

Luke 2:6-7   And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. [7] She gave birth to her first child, a son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the village inn.

4) Real hope brings about real transformation.  

2 Kings 11:17-19   Then Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord and the king and the people that they would be the Lord's people. He also made a covenant between the king and the people.  And all the people of the land went over to the temple of Baal and tore it down. ….
Matthew 1:20-21  As he considered this, he fell asleep, and an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. "Joseph, son of David," the angel said, "do not be afraid to go ahead with your marriage to Mary. For the child within her has been conceived by the Holy Spirit. [21] And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 

5) Real Hope energizes even the hopeless.

2 Kings 11:20  So all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was peaceful because Athaliah had been killed at the king's palace. 

Luke 2:20    The shepherds went back to their fields and flocks, glorifying and praising God for what the angels had told them, and because they had seen the child, just as the angel had said.

