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Isaiah 43:18-19 "But forget all that-it is nothing compared to what I am going to do.  For I am about to do a brand-new thing. See, I have already begun! Do you not see it? I will make a pathway through the wilderness for my people to come home. I will create rivers for them in the desert! 

1996 Year of Preparation.

Psalm 1:1-3 (NLT)   Oh, the joys of those who do not follow the advice of the wicked,  or stand around with sinners,  or join in with scoffers.   [2] But they delight in doing everything the Lord wants;  day and night they think about his law.   [3] They are like trees planted along the riverbank, bearing fruit each season without fail.  Their leaves never wither, and in all they do, they prosper.

1997 Year of New Beginning.

Matthew 22:37-40… " 'You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.' [38] This is the first and greatest commandment. [39] A second is equally important: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' [40] All the other commandments and all the demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments."

Matthew 28:19-20 …, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. [20] Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age."

The Five Purposes of the Church:

1. Connecting people to Jesus and to other Christ-followers.

2. Facilitating the Growth of Christ followers toward spiritual maturity.

3. Serving others in the Body of Christ.

4. Reaching beyond the church to grow the Kingdom of God.

5. Living a 24/7 life of Worship

1998 Year of Growth.

Mark 2:22   And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. The wine would burst the wineskins, spilling the wine and ruining the skins. New wine needs new wineskins."

Lessons Learned:  True Disciples….

1) Have the discipline to work effectively and efficiently.

Philip. 3:12   I don't mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached perfection! But I keep working toward that day when I will finally be all that Christ Jesus saved me for and wants me to be. 

2) Focus in the spiritual world - not the physical world.

Hebrews 11:6   So, you see, it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that there is a God and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him. 

