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1 Cor. 13:4-6   Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. Love does not demand its own way. Love is not irritable, and it keeps no record of when it has been wronged.  It is never glad about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 

Common Sources of Unhealthy Conflict:

1) Fear of hurting someone's feelings.

2) Sense that any conflict is unproductive. 
3) Spiritual mismatches.

Typical Results of Unhealthy Conflict

1) Anger

2) Appeasement

3) Apathy

Healthy Conflict consists of passionate, respectful debate / discussion around issues that really matter.

Healthy Conflict and the Fruit of the Spirit

Galatians 5:22-23 But when the Holy Spirit controls our lives, he will produce this kind of fruit in us: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Here there is no conflict with the law. 

Galatians 5:19-21   When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, your lives will produce these evil results: …. hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, …... Let me tell you again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God. 

Steps To Healthy Conflict

Decide up front what the majors and minors are.

1 Peter 2:12  Be careful how you live among your unbelieving neighbors. Even if they accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and they will believe and give honor to God when he comes to judge the world.

Choose your issues wisely.

Proverbs 16:32  It is better to be patient than powerful; it is better to have self-control than to conquer a city. 

Make the first move toward resolution. 
Matthew 5:23-24   "So if you are standing before the altar in the Temple, offering a sacrifice to God, and you suddenly remember that someone has something against you, …. Go and be reconciled to that person. Then come and offer your sacrifice to God. 

Leave neither assent or dissent unsaid.

Col. 4:6   Let your conversation be gracious and effective so that you will have the right answer for everyone.

