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1 Cor. 13:4-7 (NLT)     Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud [5] or rude. Love does not demand its own way. Love is not irritable, and it keeps no record of when it has been wronged. [6] It is never glad about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out.   Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. 

1) Humility requires vulnerability, which means transparency about those weaknesses and mistakes.

James 4:10 (NLT)   When you bow down before the Lord and admit your dependence on him, he will lift you up and give you honor.

Remember:  Humility breeds trust, which is the key foundational element of any relationship.

2) Healthy Conflict consists of passionate, respectful debate / discussion around issues that really matter
Remember:  Make the first move toward resolution. 

Matthew 5:23-24 (NLT)   "So if you are standing before the altar in the Temple, offering a sacrifice to God, and you suddenly remember that someone has something against you, [24] leave your sacrifice there beside the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person. Then come and offer your sacrifice to God. 

3) Commitment is what welds any relationship together when you choose to believe and belong to Christ and the other person and you choose to become more like Christ.

Remember:  Choose to believe together.

2 Corinthians 6:14-15 (NLT) Don't team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a partner with wickedness? How can light live with darkness?  What harmony can there be between Christ and the devil? How can a believer be a partner with an unbeliever

4) Accountability is demonstrated when a sense of personal responsibility  drives my attitudes and actions toward others.

Ephes. 4:25-27 (NLT)  So put away all falsehood and "tell your neighbor the truth" because we belong to each other. [26] And "don't sin by letting anger gain control over you…..
Remember:  Establish a healthy system of Christ-centered values.

Psalm 119:9 (NLT)   How can a young person stay pure?  By obeying your word and following its rules.

5) Selflessness means careful consistent consideration of the other person in the relationship.  That consideration takes precedence over my convenience.

Ephes. 5:21 (NLT)  And further, you will submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

Remember:  Selflessness is 1) a spiritual prerequisite to, and 2) a result of, a healthy relationship. 

