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Hebrews 11:1 (NLT)  What is faith? It is the confident assurance that what we hope for is going to happen. It is the evidence of things we cannot yet see. 

Level 1 - Disengagement.  
"It doesn't involve me, so I have no interest in this."

Matthew 14:15 (NLT)  That evening the disciples came to him and said, "This is a desolate place, and it is getting late. Send the crowds away so they can go to the villages and buy food for themselves." 

Level 2 - Disbelief.  
"It doesn't make sense, so it can't happen."

Matthew 14:16-17 (NLT)   But Jesus replied, "That isn't necessary—you feed them."   [17] "Impossible!" they exclaimed. "We have only five loaves of bread and two fish!" 

John 6:5-7 (NLT)  Jesus soon saw a great crowd of people climbing the hill, looking for him. Turning to Philip, he asked, "Philip, where can we buy bread to feed all these people?" [6] He was testing Philip, for he already knew what he was going to do.  [7] Philip replied, "It would take a small fortune to feed them!" 

Level 3 -  Questioning. 

"Could there be something to this?"

Mark 6:38 (NLT)   "How much food do you have?" he asked. "Go and find out."   They came back and reported, "We have five loaves of bread and two fish." 

Matthew 14:18 (NLT)  "Bring them here," he said. 

Level 4 - Decision. 

"Is there enough here for me to buy into it?"

Matthew 14:19 (NLT)   Then he told the people to sit down on the grass. And he took the five loaves and two fish, looked up toward heaven, and asked God's blessing on the food. 

Level 5 - Participation. 

"I'll go for it - even at the expense of failure or looking silly..."

Matthew 14:19 (NLT)   …..Breaking the loaves into pieces, he gave some of the bread and fish to each disciple, and the disciples gave them to the people. 

John 6:11-13 (NLT)   .... And they all ate until they were full. [12] "Now gather the leftovers," Jesus told his disciples, "so that nothing is wasted." [13] There were only five barley loaves to start with, but twelve baskets were filled with the pieces of bread the people did not eat! 

At this level, faith may be situational.

Level 6 - Lifestyle.

"Because of Who You are, Lord, I will not sidestep any of life's challenges."

John 6:14-15 (NLT)  When the people saw this miraculous sign, they exclaimed, "Surely, he is the Prophet we have been expecting!" [15] Jesus saw that they were ready to take him by force and make him king, so he went higher into the hills alone.

Hebrews 11:6 (NLT)   So, you see, it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that there is a God and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him. 

