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Hebrews 11:1 (NLT)  What is faith? It is the confident assurance that what we hope for is going to happen. It is the evidence of things we cannot yet see. 

I. The Stages of Faith:
Level 1 - Disengagement. 

Matthew 14:15  … Send the crowds away… 

Level 2 - Disbelief. 
Matthew 14:16-17 …”you feed them”  "Impossible!" they exclaimed. 
Level 3 -  Questioning. 

Mark 6:38 …., "We have five loaves of bread and two fish." 

Level 4 - Decision. 
Matthew 14:19 …. he took the five loaves and two fish, looked up toward heaven, 
Level 5 - Participation.  

"I'll go for it - even at the expense of failure or looking silly..."

Luke 9:14  For there were about five thousand men there.  "Just tell them to sit down on the ground in groups of about fifty each," Jesus replied.  

Matthew 14:19  … Breaking the loaves into pieces, he gave some of the bread and fish to each disciple, and the disciples gave them to the people. 

At this level, faith may be situational. 
Level 6 - Lifestyle. 

"Because of Who You are, Lord, I will not sidestep life's challenges."

John 6:14-15 (NLT)  When the people saw this miraculous sign, they exclaimed, "Surely, he is the Prophet we have been expecting!" [15] Jesus saw that they were ready to take him by force and make him king, so he went higher into the hills alone.

II.  Financial Facts:
1) It is where we most miss God's multiplier effect.

Luke 16:9 (NLT)   I tell you, use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends. In this way, your generosity stores up a reward for you in heaven. 

Malachi 3:10-11 (NLT)   Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do," says the Lord Almighty, "I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won't have enough room to take it in! Try it! Let me prove it to you! Your crops will be abundant, for I will guard them from insects and disease. Your grapes will not shrivel before they are ripe," says the Lord Almighty. 

2) Our handling of it is an outside indicator of our inward spiritual condition.

Luke 16:10 - 11  "Unless you are faithful in small matters, you won't be faithful in large ones. If you cheat even a little, you won't be honest with greater responsibilities.  And if you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of heaven? 

3) It may be the biggest obstacle for our faith.

Luke 16:13   "No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money." 

Hebrews 11:6 (NLT)   So, you see, it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that there is a God and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him. 

