The Confusion of the Crossroads

The Road to Discovery

4.12.09    Luke 24:13-16

A.  The Crossroads is a place of confusion, characterized often by doubt, guilt, pain, but also by God's presence, even when He is not clearly visible.

To work through the confusion of the crossroads…

1)  Admit my own helplessness.

Romans 7:15 (NLT)      I don't understand myself at all, for I really want to do what is right, but I don't do it. Instead, I do the very thing I hate. 

BASIC TRUTHS OF HUMANITY:

I am inherently sefish.

My life is inherently unmanageable.

I want to control my circumstances.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF CONTROL:

Fear, 
Genesis 3:10  "I heard you, so I hid. I was afraid because I was naked." 

Frustration,

Romans 7:21-23   …. when I want to do what is right, I inevitably do what is wrong.  I love God's law with all my heart.  But there is another law at work within me that is at war with my mind. This law wins the fight and makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me. 

Fatigue, Psalms 32:4-5  "My strength evaporated like water on a sunny day until I finally admitted all my sins to you and stopped trying to hide them." 
Failure, 

Proverbs 28:13  People who cover over their sins will not prosper. But if they confess and forsake them, they will receive mercy. 

2)  Accept God's power, even when not obvious.

Hebrews 11:6   So, you see, it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that there is a God and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him. 

Accepting God's power = Accepting that…

a)  God knows all about my situation.

Psalm 31:7  I am radiant with joy because of your mercy, for you have listened to my troubles and have seen the crisis in my soul. 

b)  God cares about my situation.

Psalm 103:13-14  The Lord is like a father to his children,  tender and compassionate to those who fear him.  For he understands how weak we are;  he knows we are only dust. 

c)  God can change my situation and me.

Philip. 2:13  For God is working in you, giving you the desire to obey him and the power to do what pleases him. 

Isaiah 43:2  When you go through deep waters and great trouble, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown! When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume you. 

