Stay
I Samuel 25

Mark 10:6-9 (NIV)  "But at the beginning of creation God 'made them male and female.' [7] 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, [8] and the two will become one flesh.' So they are no longer two, but one. [9] Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate." 

The Non-Negotiable Values of Marriage:  

Foundational 
Permanence 
Intimacy 
Faithfulness 
Matthew 5:31-32 (NIV)    "It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' [32] But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery. 

Luke 16:18 (NIV)    "Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

1 Cor. 7:12-16 (NIV)  To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. [13] And if a woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce him. [14] For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his wife, and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.    [15] But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or woman is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. [16] How do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or, how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife? 

1 Peter 3:1-2 (NIV)   Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, [2] when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 1

 Peter 3:7 (NIV)  Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 

Staying Power is the ability to stick something out even when it doesn't feel good or make sense, because it's the right thing to do.

Developing 'Staying Power'

Consistency in the face of chaos. v.3
A commitment to make sure responsibilities are fulfilled. v. 18-19
A realistic view helps you make better decisions. v. 25
Calm in the midst of crisis. v. 30-31
Patience with a sense of expectation. v. 36-37
A Key Tough Question: Was God taking Nabal's life a punishment to him? Or a reward for Abigail?  Or another reason?

