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Nehemiah's Prayer Principles:

1) The principle of boldness.
Neh. 1:5-6    Then I said:  "O Lord, God of heaven, … let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying before you 

Hebrews 4:16   Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. (NIV)

2) The principle of expectancy.

Neh. 1:11  ….. Please grant me success now as I go to ask the king for a great favor. Put it into his heart to be kind to me...." 
Matthew 21:22    If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer." (NIV)

3) The principle of spontaneity.

Neh. 2:3-4     but I said to the king, "May the king live forever! Why should my face not look sad when the city where my fathers are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?"  The king said to me, "What is it you want?"   Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 
Ephes. 6:18   Pray at all times and on every occasion in the power of the Holy Spirit. Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all Christians everywhere. (NLT)

4) The principle of risk.

Neh. 4:4-5  Hear us, O our God, for we are despised. Turn their insults back on their own heads. Give them over as plunder in a land of captivity.  Do not cover up their guilt or blot out their sins from your sight, for they have thrown insults in the face of the builders.

Psalm 50:15    Trust me in your times of trouble, and I will rescue you,  and you will give me glory."

5) The principle of preparation.

Neh. 4:8-9  They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. [9] But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat. 

Matthew 24:44,46   You also must be ready all the time. For the Son of Man will come when least expected....   If the master returns and finds that the servant has done a good job, there will be a reward. 
When we embrace Nehemiah's principles, amazing things happen:  

Neh. 6:15-16     So on October 2 the wall was finally finished-just fifty-two days after we had begun. [16] When our enemies and the surrounding nations heard about it, they were frightened and humiliated. They realized that this work had been done with the help of our God. 

1) People will be amazed.

2) God will get the credit.

A Key Life Question:  How would you honestly describe prayer in your life?

