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Matthew 25:29     To those who use well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have an abundance. But from those who are unfaithful, even what little they have will be taken away.  (NLT)

Key Stewardship Principles

1) Principle #1:  Capacity

God assigns me responsibilities by my ability to handle them.

Matthew 25:14-15 (NLT)   "….He gave five bags of gold to one, two bags of gold to another, and one bag of gold to the last-dividing it in proportion to their abilities-and then left on his trip. (NLT)
Romans 12:6     God has given each of us the ability to do certain things well. ….. 
2) Principle #2:  Creativity.

God encourages me to  take risks.
Matthew 25:16 (NLT)   The servant who received the five bags of gold began immediately to invest the money and soon doubled it. 

3) Principle #3:  Competency.

God wants me to be very good at this.

Matthew 25:16-17 (NLT)    The servant who received the five bags of gold began immediately to invest the money and soon doubled it. [17] The servant with two bags of gold also went right to work and doubled the money. ….. 

Principle #4:  Consequences.

God teaches me from the outcomes of my decisions.

Matthew 25:19 (NLT)     "After a long time their master returned from his trip and called them to give an account of how they had used his money. 

Luke 13:24 (NLT)   "The door to heaven is narrow. …..' 

Profiles of Three Managers

One:  The “play it safe” manager

Matthew 25:18  But the servant who received the one bag of gold dug a hole in the ground and hid the master's money for safekeeping.  (NLT)
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Malachi 3:8-9  (NLT)    "Should people cheat God? Yet you have cheated me!   "But you ask, 'What do you mean? When did we ever cheat you?'    "You have cheated me of the tithes and offerings due to me. You are under a curse, for your whole nation has been cheating me. 

Matthew 25:25-29 (NLT)    I was afraid I would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth and here it is.'   
Defining Aspect:  A faithless fear of the future.

Two:  The competent manager

Matthew 25:17  The servant with two bags of gold also went right to work and doubled the money.  (NLT)
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Matthew 25:22-23 (NLT)   "…., 'Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let's celebrate together!' 

Defining Aspect:  A steady, growing faith.

Five:  The creative manager
Matthew 25:16  The servant who received the five bags of gold began immediately to invest the money and soon doubled it.  (NLT)
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Matthew 25:20-21 (NLT)  ….Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let's celebrate together!' 

Defining Aspect: A bold, risk-taking faith.

Malachi 3:10   Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do," says the Lord Almighty, "I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won't have enough room to take it in! Try it! Let me prove it to you! 

