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Jesus' first test of Peter: "Will you follow instructions?"  

Luke 5:3 - 4 ....Jesus asked Simon, its owner, to push it out into the water… When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Now go out where it is deeper and let down your nets, and you will catch many fish." 

The Carnal Christian will not follow instructions.   

Romans 8:5-8     For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, …. For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. ….. (NKJV)

John 14:21  The one who obeys me is the one who loves me; and because he loves me, my Father will love him; and I will too, and I will reveal myself to him." (LB)

Passing The Test:  Look for opportunities....

... in familiar places. 

Luke 5:1   One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, great crowds pressed in on him to listen to the word of God. 

Exodus 3:10-12 (NLT)   Now go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You will lead my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt."   "But who am I to appear before Pharaoh?" Moses asked God. "How can you expect me to lead the Israelites out of Egypt?"  Then God told him, "I will be with you. …." 

... using familiar tools.
Luke 5:2     He noticed two empty boats at the water's edge, for the fishermen had left them and were washing their nets. 

Exodus 4:1-2 (NLT)  But Moses protested again, "Look, they won't believe me! They won't do what I tell them. …. Then the Lord asked him, "What do you have there in your hand?"  "A shepherd's staff," Moses replied. 

... where Jesus has already stepped.
Luke 5:3   Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon, its owner, to push it out into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the crowds from there. 

Exodus 4:8-9 (NLT)      "If they do not believe the first miraculous sign, they will believe the second," the Lord said.  "And if they do not believe you even after these two signs, then take some water from the Nile River and pour it out on the dry ground. When you do, it will turn into blood." 

... doing what He has gifted you to do.
Luke 5:3   Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon, its owner, to push it out into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the crowds from there. 

Exodus 4:10-12 (NLT)   But Moses pleaded with the Lord, "O Lord, I'm just not a good speaker. I never have been, and I'm not now, even after you have spoken to me. I'm clumsy with words."  "Who makes mouths?" the Lord asked him. "Who makes people so they can speak or not speak, hear or not hear, see or not see? Is it not I, the Lord?  Now go, and do as I have told you. I will help you speak well, and I will tell you what to say." 

….even when following instructions don’t seem to make sense.

Luke 5:4  When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Now go out where it is deeper and let down your nets, and you will catch many fish." 

Life Principle:  Jesus is looking for those who are willing to be a part of His team. 

Romans 12:5-6 ....in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us....  (NIV)

