Will You Leave it All to Follow Me?
This Is a Test Pt 6
Bud Wrenn  Integrity  11.22.09
Luke 5: 10-11   Jesus said to Simon, "Don't be afraid. From now on you will fish for people.  And as soon as they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus.”
Jesus' fifth test of Peter:  "Will you leave it all to follow Me?"  

Putting it All on the Line:

Matthew 10:38-39   If you refuse to take up your cross and follow me, you are not worthy of being mine.  If you cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you give it up for me, you will find it. 
The ROLE:  Take a stand for Christ.

Matthew 10:6-7  ....(go) only to the people of Israel-God's lost sheep. Go and announce to them that the Kingdom of Heaven is near. Heal the sick, raise the dead, cure those with leprosy, and cast out demons. Give as freely as you have received! 
The Responsibility:

Matthew 10:16   "Look, I am sending you out as sheep among wolves. Be as wary as snakes and harmless as doves. 

1) Learning absolute dependence on God

2) Leaning on the wisdom of God

3) Living out the integrity of God

The Result:  Oppostion is....

1) Inevitable.

Matthew 10:25   The student shares the teacher's fate. The servant shares the master's fate. And since I, the master of the household, have been called the prince of demons, how much more will it happen to you, the members of the household! 

2) Temporary.

Matthew 10:26-27    But don't be afraid of those who threaten you. For the time is coming when everything will be revealed; all that is secret will be made public. [27] What I tell you now in the darkness, shout abroad when daybreak comes. ….
3)  Ultimately Ineffective.

Matthew 10:28   "Don't be afraid of those who want to kill you. They can only kill your body; they cannot touch your soul. Fear only God, who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 
The Reward:

1)  Credibility with others .

Matthew 10:19-20  When you are arrested, don't worry about what to say in your defense, because you will be given the right words at the right time.  For it won't be you doing the talking-it will be the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 

2) Security in my future.

Matthew 10:22   And everyone will hate you because of your allegiance to me. But those who endure to the end will be saved. 

3) Identification with Jesus.

Matthew 10:32    "If anyone acknowledges me publicly here on earth, I will openly acknowledge that person before my Father in heaven. ….
Life Principle: Jesus is looking for those who are willing to leave it all behind to follow Him.  

Matthew 10:38-39   If you refuse to take up your cross and follow me, you are not worthy of being mine. [39] If you cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you give it up for me, you will find it. (NLT)

