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The Devotional Bible Study Method
Prayerfully meditating on a passage until the Holy Spirit shows you a way to practically apply its truth in your own life in a way that is personal, practical, possible and measurable.  

James 1:22  "Do what God's teaching says; when you only listen and do nothing, you are fooling yourselves." (NCV)

I.  What does it say?
The Conflict:  How Joseph will handle this situation in which his fiancé turns up pregnant, and he has had no sexual relations with her.

The Resolution:  Joseph is a man of honorable character.

Key verse:  Matthew 1:24
What is ‘character’?
Character is the degree to which I am becoming more like Christ.

What  Shows Joseph’s Character?  His Choices:
1)  Forgiveness over bitterness.

Matthew 1:19     Joseph, …, decided to break the engagement quietly, ….)

Col. 3:13   …. the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 
2)  Compassion  over vindication.  

Matthew 1:19     Joseph, ….., decided to break the engagement quietly, so as not to disgrace her publicly.  
Col. 3:13   You must make allowance for each other's faults and forgive the person who offends you…..
3)  Faith over fear. 

Matthew 1:24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord commanded. …
Proverbs 14:12   There is a path before each person that seems right, but it ends in death.  
4) Commitment over evasion.    

Matthew 1:24  When Joseph woke up, he …. brought Mary home to be his wife,  (NLT)

Hebrews 13:4  Give honor to marriage, and remain faithful to one another in marriage. ...
5)  Virtue over rationalization.  

Matthew 1:25 ...she remained a virgin until her son was born. And Joseph named him Jesus. 
Mark 14:38   Keep alert and pray. Otherwise temptation will overpower you. For though the spirit is willing enough, the body is weak."  
III.  What does the passage mean?

Key question: What is the major over-arching point that I see here?
The Big (Macro) Idea:  Decisions are much easier when values are clear.

III. What do I do with it?

APPLICATION:  Concluding & doing what God wants me to do.  

The Personal (Micro) Application: 
 Micro-Directional Questions
What changes are required in my....

Faith? - What do I need to believe or stop believing?

Relationships? - What relationships do I need to work on?

Attitudes? - What thinking needs to change?

Ministry? –  How should I be doing?

Efforts? - What do I need to start or stop doing?

The Personal (micro) Application:  
I will clarify & codify a set of 5-7 personal core values that will drive my faith, attitudes and behavior.  I will have this list completed one month from today, and commit to live them out with consistency and integrity.

Application Check:  is it….

a) Personal?  “Only I can do this."

b) Practical? i.e.  "With these values, my faith, attitudes and behavior  can be aligned with God’s desire for me.”

c) Possible? i.e.  "I must spend the next 30 days in God’s Word and being honest with myself.”
d) Provable? i.e.  "My behavior will ultimately tell the story.”

