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There are 1189 chapters in the Protestant Bible.

Definition:  The Chapter Summary Method involves reading a chapter through 5 times, asking a series of content questions, and then summarizing the main premises of the chapter.

PROs of the Chapter Summary Method:

Easy to learn.

Time requirements are light.

No outside references are required.

Useful when doing rapid reading plan.

Reading the Passage

Tips for reading through the chapter 5 times:

Use a Bible without notes.

Read through without stopping.

Use multiple contemporary translations.

Read it aloud to yourself.

Ten Steps to the Chapter Summary:

Chapter Summary Method Form

	Chapter:  Luke 2:1-40
Pray                              _____ Check when done

Read 5 Times:                   _____ Check when done

	1. CAPTION: Write out a brief, descriptive title.

A preview of the impact of the Messiah


	2. CONTENTS:  List major points in the chapter.

The trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem
The birth of Jesus
The shepherds and Angels attend the Newborn King
The Baby  Jesus and the prophetic words of Simeon and Anna

	3,  CHARACTERS:  Identify the most important people in the chapter. (Key People):  Joseph, Mary and Jesus;  Shepherds ;  Angels;  Simeon & Anna


	4,  CHIEF VERSE:  Write the verse that summarized the chapter or speaks to you.

Luke 2:28-32      Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying,  [29] "Lord, now I can die in peace!   As you promised me,  [30] I have seen the Savior  [31] you have given to all people.     [32] He is a light to reveal God to the nations,        and he is the glory of your people Israel!"


	5.  CRUCIAL WORD(S):  Write down the key words in the chapter.

v. 7 …no room for them…;   v. 10…good news…; v. 17   ….spread the word…; v. 19 …Mary treasured…;  v. 33 …father & mother marveled….;
v. 40 …the child grew…;v. 40 God placed His special favor,,,,


	6.  CHALLENGES:  List difficulties you have with the passage.

As Mary was joyful about the Savior’s birth, did she have any idea of the agony and pain that would lie ahead? Did she know the OT prophecies?
The arrogance of the Roman gov’t in forcing everyone to go to their hometowns for the census.



	7.  CROSS-REFERENCES:  Check the cross-referenced passages in your Bible.

Isaiah 9:6-8    For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. And the government will rest on his shoulders. These will be his royal titles: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. [7] His ever expanding, peaceful government will never end. He will rule forever with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David. The passionate commitment of the Lord Almighty will guarantee this!

    

	8.  CHRIST EMPHASIS:  Answer, “What can I learn from this chapter about the nature of God the Father, Jesus the Son, or the Holy Spirit?”

v. 8 – 20 That the shepherds received the revelation of Jesus was an indication of the humility of Jesus’ life – the opposite of what just about everyone expected.
v. 33 Even Mary and Joseph were blown away by what was said about Jesus.


	9.  CENTRAL LESSON(S): Write major insights and lessons.  Ask ”What does God want to teach me from this chapter?”

v. 1-3  The birth of Jesus was even subject to the conditions set forth by the rule of human government.

v. 20 The presence of Jesus is to be experienced in the normal rhythm of everyday life. (the shepherds returned to their flocks)

v. 29-31 Life is worth finishing well (Simeon)


	10. CONCLUSION:  Summarize the application(s) of the chapter.

Do I take the time and / or the perspective to experience the awe of Jesus?

What must I do in order to experience that awe? What ‘space’ must I create in my life?



