I’m Bored to Tears!
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12.20.09  Bud Wrenn

 (Adapted from "Personal Bible Study Methods" by Rick Warren)

The Goal:  Find out what made the individual’s life a success or a failure.

The Biographical Method of Study

	Pray                              _____ Check when done

	Name:  Mary, Mother of Jesus

Other Marys:

1) Mary Magdalene  This Mary, from Magdala, was exorcised of some seven demons (Mk. 16:9 & Luke 8:2). She became part of an inner circle of supporters of Jesus. She was a witness of His crucifixion, burial, the empty tomb, and she was a witness of Jesus’ resurrection 

2) Mary (of Bethany), sister of Martha and Lazarus.  They all seem to have been part of an inner circle of Jesus’ associates.
3) Mary, mother of James the younger and of Joses and Salome. This Mary would appear to be part of Jesus’ following from Galilee who moved with Him during His itinerant public ministry.
4) Mary, mother of John Mark, the owner of the house in Jerusalem where the first followers of Jesus met.

5) Mary, wife of Clopas. She witnessed Jesus’ crucifixion (John 19:25) and may be the same character as Mary, the mother of James, Joses, and Salome



	     Biblical References 
Major passages are the Christmas story passages of Matthew 1 & 2, and Luke 1 & 2.
(See section titled Chronological Order of Mary’s Life for more specific examples.)

	First Impressions 
(  innocence and even naivete.
( She had an obvious heart for God that made her respond positively to Gabriel’s message.
( It seems to be odd timing for the Messiah’s birth, with there having been no major Jewish prophet for 400 years.

( The relatively obscurity of the Birth


	Chronological Outline of Mary’s Life

Visit by the Angel Gabriel.  Luke 1:26-38

Visits her cousin Elisabeth.  Luke 1:39-56
Trip to Bethlehem  Luke 2:1-7

Birth of Jesus  Matt. 2:1-12; Luke 2:8-20

In the Temple with Simeon and Anna  Luke 2:21-40

Flight to Egypt and then Nazareth  Matthew 2:13-23
Attends the feast at Jerusalem, misses Jesus, seeks and finds him in the temple.  Luke 2:48-51

Is present with Jesus at a marriage in Cana of Galilee.  John 2:1-10

Seeks Jesus when he is teaching in a house.  Matthew 12:46-47; Mark 3:31; Luke 8:19

Present at the cross.  John 19:25-27
Is committed to the care of John.  John 19:27

Dwells with the disciples in Jerusalem.  Acts 1:14



	     General Insights 

( Her knowledge of the Old Testament prophecies was likely substantial.  She seemed to be at least somewhat aware of what Gabriel was bringing to her.

( Mary’s life was lived holistically. She appears to have been a wonderful mother, even though it appears that at some point, that Joseph likely died, and she likely had to raise Jesus and His siblings as a single parent.
( As she aged, she appears to have been a very well-respected lady in her own right, even apart from her being Jesus’ mom.
( God used what appears to be a simple young lady, an unlikely candidate, to stand at the center of His move to change the world.



	Character Qualities Identified

( A humble spirit that helped bolster her during the trials of ‘illegitimate’ pregnancy, journey to Bethlehem and the birth.
( Along these lines, her faithfulness to the task is evident.  So many adverse circumstances, i.e. in addition to those mentioned above, the flight to Egypt and then back to Nazareth, the pain of knowing that her Son’s life would likely end in a cruel and even early death.
( Her sense of order and obedience.
( She seemed to be very courageous in the way she handled the encounter with the angel.

( Her sense of moral purity in that she also behaved virtuously in not engaging in sexual relations with Joseph.



	Biblical Truths Illustrated

The fulfillment of the main prophecy of the Old Testament – the coming of the Messiah – God keeps His Word!  Examples….
· The virgin birth

· The birth in Bethlehem

· The Messiah is born into the family of Israel

· He would be of the tribe of Judah


	Summary of Lessons from Life

God’s call …

( Usually comes unexpectedly.
( Will often cause great interruption in whatever our plans may be.

( Always challenges us to an initiative that is bigger than ourselves.


	Personal Applications

( At what level is my awareness in regard to hearing / sensing God’s call when it comes?
( I must develop a ‘readiness’ to hearing God’s call by developing the character qualities that Mary displayed:

· Humility

· Faithfulness 

· Perseverance

· Obedience

· Courage

· Moral Purity


	Transferable Concepts
( The event of Jesus’ birth marks the ‘tipping point’ in God’s plan for human history.  Everything that happened prior to the Cross pointed forward to the Cross, while everything that has happened since then points back to the Cross.
( The birth of Christ took place perhaps most likely in the spring.  Christmas’ December 25 observance began with Constantine in the 3rd century A.D.
( The role of St. Nicholas as a very godly spiritual leader adds great value to understanding the connectivity of more modern ideas of Christmas to the birth of Christ.



