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John’s Identity

(Likely John the apostle, one of Jesus’ ‘inner circle’, along with James and Peter - the ‘Disciple who Jesus loved’.  
( Son of Zebedee and Salome, a likely well-to-do couple who had earned their livelihood in the fishing industry, 
( James was a brother, and they were known as the 'Sons of Thunder', perhaps denoting a fiery personality. 

 
John’s Writings  
 

The Gospel of John

1, 2 and 3 John – Written to encourage Christ Followers because of the retribution of those expelled from the synagogues, who had fallen into the belief systems of the Imperial Cult and Gnosticism

Revelation - Written in probably mid-90s, reveals the Apocalyptic climax of God’s hand.
The Book of John:  A high-level outline:
Ch. 1 - 4  Identification:  Introductions to the People
Ch. 5-12:36  Conflicts:  False Charges by the Jewish Leaders
Ch. 12:37 - 17  Preparations:   Intimate Fellloship with the Disciples
Ch 18 - 21  Redemptive Work:  Crisis to Triumph
 

The Book of John:  Key Themes

Jesus the Son of God is God – John 1

John 1:14  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

The Redemptive Work of Jesus’ sacrifice – John 3

John 3:16-17  "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

Jesus as our Good Shepherd – John 10

John 10:10-11  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

The Exclusivity of Jesus as the Way to the Father – John 14

John 14:6  Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

The Holy Spirit – John 16

John 16:13-14  But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. 

The Synoptics in Contrast to John’s Gospel

	Element
	The Synoptics
	John’s Gospel

	Geography
	Ministry in the north, around Galilee
	Ministry in the south, around Judea

	Perspective
	“Kingdom” inheritance
	The Person of Jesus and eternal life inheritance

	Jesus Focus
	Jesus as Son of David / Man
	Jesus as Son of God

	Audience
	The ‘Infant’ Church
	The Maturing Church

	The Story
	Earthly Accounts
	Heavenly Meaning

	Literary Style
	Short sayings / parables of Jesus
	Jesus’ longer discourses

	Analysis
	Little commentary by author
	Lots of commentary by author.

	Coverage
	One mention of a Passover
	Mention of 3-4 Passovers, spanning Jesus’ entire ministry period


