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14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 
15 that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 
16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
Grace – Receiving of something good that I do not deserve.   Grace….
 is God's gift to me.

requires reliance grounded in trust,

is  available to all.

comes only through Christ.

has eternal benefits.


17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

What is your picture of God?  At the very core of who you are?
18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. 
Condemnation is the default setting we are born with.

19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 


John 1:5 (NIV) 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 

The major enabler is darkness is faulty belief systems.
21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God." 

Faulty belief systems can only be overcome by Truth.

So why get involved?

Faith is the entry point to a relationship;  

Good deeds is the evidence of the relationship.

James 2:15-18 (NIV)  Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  16 If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 
17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 18 But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 

Consistency in faith and deeds determines the mark you leave on the world (legacy).

Luke 16:9 (NIV)   I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings. 

Challenge:

1) Acknowledge that there is nothing I can do to earn God’s grace.

2) Accept the futility of knowing what’s best for my life.

3) Admit that I am no better than anyone else.

4) Ask Jesus to totally and permanently change me.

5) Access God’s power to commit to a positive legacy for the rest of my life.

