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A real encounter with Jesus creates a holy discontent in me by creating an awareness of....
a) ....my greatest need, and
John 4:13-14 (NIV) 13 Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 
b) ....my desire for something more.
John 4:15 (NIV) 15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." 
The tension of the holy discontent:
a) What is & has been,
John 4:16-18 (NIV) 16 He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back." 17 "I have no husband," she replied. Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true." 
How we avoid the holy discontent:  Changing the Subject.
John 4:19-22 (NIV) 19 "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem." 21 Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
Avoidance Techniques:
Ignore it
Rationalize it

Indulge it

Transfer blame

 

 

b) vs. What can be.
John 4:23-24 (NIV) 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." 
For the woman, this understanding of 'what can be' is wrapped up in her need to take a first step toward Jesus.
 

Figuring out "What has been" will ....
….be confusing and frightening.

…take time and effort.

…require persistence and determination.
 

Key Qs to get at what is and has been:
1) What are the significant events that I remember the most?

2) What are the significant events that I tend not to remember?

3) When did I succeed?

4) When did I blow it?

