"Shaped to Serve God & Others"

Volunteer Celebration Sunday

1 Peter 4:10;  John 13:3-9

5.23.10  Bud Wrenn
1 Peter 4:10   Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 

Truths about God's gifts:

1) All believers are gifted.  (Each one…)

2) Their purpose is service.  (…to serve ....)
3) Their benefits are for others.  (…to serve others....)
4) They are unique to each believer.  (….its various forms)
Common Service Spoilers:

1) An overbooked schedule. 

2) A Self-Centered Focus. 

3) Poor Conditioning.  

The Scoop on Servanthood

Servanthood flows from legitimate authority.

John 13:3-4   Jesus knew that the Father had given him authority over everything …… So he got up from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel around his waist, 

True service is humble.

John 13:5  …… he began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel he had around him. 

True service is a learned behavior.

John 13:6-7  ….. "Lord, why are you going to wash my feet?"  Jesus replied, "You don't understand now why I am doing it; someday you will."  
True service leads to true significance.

John 13:8 "No," Peter protested, "you will never wash my feet!"    Jesus replied, "But if I don't wash you, you won't belong to me."  

John 13:9  Simon Peter exclaimed, "Then wash my hands and head as well, Lord, not just my feet!" 

Luke 5:8  When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus and said, "Oh, Lord, please leave me-I'm too much of a sinner to be around you." 
