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God’s Will:  Key Points About Understanding It (as opposed to ‘discovering’ it)
1) Our desires should equate to God’s desires.
1 John 5:14-15 (NLT) 14 And we are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases him. 15 And since we know he hears us when we make our requests, we also know that he will give us what we ask for. 

2) God’s will for us is wholistic. 
Lord’s Prayer / Model Prayer – Matthew 6

Matthew 6:7-15 (NLT) 7 “When you pray, don’t babble on and on as people of other religions do. They think their prayers are answered merely by repeating their words again and again. 8 Don’t be like them, for your Father knows exactly what you need even before you ask him! 
9 Pray like this: 
Praise

Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy. 

Priority

10 May your Kingdom come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Provision
11 Give us today the food we need, 

Pardon /
Personal Relationships
12 and forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us. 
Protection
13 And don’t let us yield to temptation, but rescue us from the evil one. ….

3) God’s will has much more to do with what God sees as best than what I see as best.

Isaiah 55:8-9 (NLT) 8 “My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the LORD. “And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. 9 For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your thoughts. 

John 6:35-38 (NLT) 35 Jesus replied, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry again. Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
36 But you haven’t believed in me even though you have seen me. 
37 However, those the Father has given me will come to me, and I will never reject them. 
38 For I have come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me, not to do my own will. 

4) God develops His will in us through the school of hard knocks.
James 1:2-4 (NLT)   2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. 3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing. 

John 16:33 (NLT) 33 I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.” 

1 Cor. 10:13 (NLT)    But remember that the temptations that come into your life are no different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will keep the temptation from becoming so strong that you can't stand up against it. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you will not give in to it. 

5) Sickness results not from God’s will, but from the natural order of choices since the Fall of man.
John 9:1-3 (NLT) 1 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. 2 “Rabbi,” his disciples asked him, “why was this man born blind? Was it because of his own sins or his parents’ sins?” 3 “It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,” Jesus answered. “This happened so the power of God could be seen in him. 

Genesis 3:15-19 (NLT) ….19 By the sweat of your brow will you have food to eat until you return to the ground from which you were made. For you were made from dust, and to dust you will return.” 

6) Seeking God’s will leads to God’s best for me.
Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT) 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. 6 Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take. 
Application Questions

· Am I responding to all God is already leading me to do? 

· Have I obeyed all I already know to be His will? 

· Do I really believe He loves me and will always do what is best and right? 

· Am I willing to patiently wait on His timing and to obey everything I know to do in the meantime? 

