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I.  John wrote His Gospel to give greater understanding of the other three synoptic Gospels
II.  What God Looks Like
John 1:1-2   1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 

LOGOS: Jesus  is the very singular expression of God to man. 
John 1:14  14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
Jesus 'Made His dwelling among us' - He 'tented' among us.  This demonstrates a) the intimacy of the visitation, and b) the temporary nature of the incarnation.

III. Jesus and the Miracles

John 2: 8-10  8 Then he told them, "Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet." They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, "Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now." 

1) Jesus' miracles were merely introductory.  
2) Jesus life is the only clear, consistent message of hope and change.
3) Awareness of Jesus' work comes only with a familiarity with Jesus Himself.
IV.  Nic at Night

John 3:5-6  5 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 
Jesus:  "To enter the Kingdom, repent by a) turning away from sin, to be b) regenerated by the Holy Spirit."
John 3:14-15  14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 

 It is only this sacrifice of the Son of God that enables spiritual healing and this 'admission' to the Kingdom of God.
V.  Jesus and My Story

The tension of the holy discontent:

a) What has been, vs.

John 4:16-18 (NIV) 16 He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back." 17 "I have no husband," she replied. Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true." 
b) What can be.

John 4:23-24 (NIV) 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." 
Avoidance Techniques:
 

Ignore it -  Relationship, marital, work

Rationalize it  - Fundamental Attrib Error 

Indulge it - Addiction – drugs, alcohol, porn

Hide it - Addiction – drugs, alcohol, porn

Transfer blame – Work habits. Motivation, etc.
