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John 4:43-44 (NLT) 43 At the end of the two days, Jesus went on to Galilee.  44 He himself had said that a prophet is not honored in his own hometown. 


Facts About Faith:

There is a huge distance from fascination to faith.
 John 4:45 (NLT) 45 Yet the Galileans welcomed him, for they had been in Jerusalem at the Passover celebration and had seen everything he did there.

John 4:46-47 (NLT) 46 As he traveled through Galilee, he came to Cana, where he had turned the water into wine. There was a government official in nearby Capernaum whose son was very sick. 47 When he heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went and begged Jesus to come to Capernaum to heal his son, who was about to die. 

It is better to come to Jesus out of desire than desperation.
John 4:49 (NLT) 49 The official pleaded, “Lord, please come now before my little boy dies.” 
Genuine faith is always rewarded with proof. 
John 4:51-52 (NLT) 51 While the man was on his way, some of his servants met him with the news that his son was alive and well. 52 He asked them when the boy had begun to get better, and they replied, “Yesterday afternoon at one o’clock his fever suddenly disappeared!” 
Point:  Jesus' work has multiple purposes and far-reaching implications.  
 John 4:53 (NLT) 53 Then the father realized that that was the very time Jesus had told him, “Your son will live.” And he and his entire household believed in Jesus. 
Overcoming the Skepticism:  How do we help people understand their need for Jesus?
 
Define & communicate …

... the need.   Romans 3:23 (NLT) 23 For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. 
... the solution.   Romans 6:23 (NLT) 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
... the benefit.    John 10:9-10 (NLT)  9 Yes, I am the gate. Those who come in through me will be saved. They will come and go freely and will find good pastures.  10 The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life. 
... the transition.   Romans 10:9-10 (NLT) 9 If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10 For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved. 

... the expectations.   James 1:2-4 (NLT)  2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy.  3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow.  4 So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing.
 

