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WYOJ
“Work Yourself Out of a Job”

John 6:1-14 (New Living Translation)

 1 After this, Jesus crossed over to the far side of the Sea of Galilee, also known as the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A huge crowd kept following him wherever he went, because they saw his miraculous signs as he healed the sick. 3 Then Jesus climbed a hill and sat down with his disciples around him. 4 (It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover celebration.) 5 Jesus soon saw a huge crowd of people coming to look for him. Turning to Philip, he asked, “Where can we buy bread to feed all these people?” 6 He was testing Philip, for he already knew what he was going to do.

 7 Philip replied, “Even if we worked for months, we wouldn’t have enough money[a] to feed them!”

 8 Then Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up. 9 “There’s a young boy here with five barley loaves and two fish. But what good is that with this huge crowd?”

 10 “Tell everyone to sit down,” Jesus said. So they all sat down on the grassy slopes. (The men alone numbered about 5,000.) 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to God, and distributed them to the people. Afterward he did the same with the fish. And they all ate as much as they wanted. 12 After everyone was full, Jesus told his disciples, “Now gather the leftovers, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they picked up the pieces and filled twelve baskets with scraps left by the people who had eaten from the five barley loaves.

 14 When the people saw him[b] do this miraculous sign, they exclaimed, “Surely, he is the Prophet we have been expecting!”[c]

1) Empowerment: The Leader empowers  others by assigning appropriate responsibility and authority  to his followers.

Matthew 14:16  But Jesus replied, “That isn’t necessary- you feed them.”

Mark 4:25  To those who are open to my teaching, more understanding will be given.  But to those who are not listening, even what they have will be taken away from them.” 
2) Encouragement:  The leader encourages his people to use their own resourcefulness. 

Matthew 14:17  “Impossible!” they exclaimed. “We have only five loaves of bread and two fish!”

Mark 6:37-38  But Jesus said, “You feed them.” “With what?” they asked.  “It would take a small fortune to buy food for all this crowd!”  Indeed, it would take 7 months pay to feed them. “How much food do you have?” He asked.  “Go and find out.”  They came back and reported, “We have five loaves of bread and two fish.’  Where did they leave from?
Hebrews 3:13  But encourage each other every day while it is “today.”  Help each other so none of you will become hardened because sin has tricked you. (NCV)

 

3) Exploration:  The Leader teaches followers to explore possible solutions.
John 6:8-9 (NLT) 8 Then Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up. 9 “There’s a young boy here with five barley loaves and two fish. But what good is that with this huge crowd?” 
 4) Expedition:  The leader logically expedites  the project by breaking it down into manageable steps.
Luke 9:14  For there were about five thousand men there.  “Just tell them to sit down on the ground in groups of about fifty each,” Jesus replied.  

Mark 6:6-8  He couldn’t get over their stubbornness.  He left and made a circuit of the other villages, teaching. [7]  Jesus called the Twelve to Him, and sent them out in pairs.  He gave them authority and power to deal with the evil opposition.  He sent them off with these instructions:  “Don’t think you need a lot of extra equipment for this. You are the equipment. No special appeals for funds.  Keep it simple.  (Msg.)

5) Enablement:  The leader enables His followers to carry out the solution.
Luke 9:16  Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, looked up toward heaven, and asked God’s blessing on the food.  Breaking the loaves into pieces, He kept giving the bread and fish to the disciples to give to the people. 
John 6:10-11 (NLT) 10 “Tell everyone to sit down,” Jesus said. So they all sat down on the grassy slopes. (The men alone numbered 5,000.) 11 Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to God, and distributed them to the people. Afterward he did the same with the fish. And they all ate as much as they wanted. 

6) Efficiency:  The leader teacher followers to be efficient by maximizing resources.

John 6:11, 12  Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks to God, and passed them out to the people.  Afterward, He did the same with the fish.  And they all ate until they were full.  “Now gather the leftovers,” Jesus told his disciples, “so that nothing is wasted.”

Matthew 14:20  They all ate as much as they wanted, and they picked up twelve baskets of leftovers. (NLT)

