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BIG FAITH is not about the amazing event or action, but rather authentic trust in the One Who made it happen.
Matthew 14:19-21 (NLT) 19 Then he told the people to sit down on the grass. Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, looked up toward heaven, and blessed them. Then, breaking the loaves into pieces, he gave the bread to the disciples, who distributed it to the people. 20 They all ate as much as they wanted, and afterward, the disciples picked up twelve baskets of leftovers. 21 About 5,000 men were fed that day, in addition to all the women and children! 
Common Obstacles to BIG FAITH.
 
1) An attitude of self-sufficiency.  v. 22  A spirit of pride emphasizes faith in self, to the exclusion of faith in God.

Matthew 14:22 (NLT) 22 Immediately after this, Jesus insisted that his disciples get back into the boat and cross to the other side of the lake, while he sent the people home. 

Mark 6:51-52 (NLT) 51 Then he climbed into the boat, and the wind stopped. They were totally amazed, 52 for they still didn’t understand the significance of the miracle of the loaves. Their hearts were too hard to take it in. 
 
Matthew 14:24 (NLT) 24 Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble far away from land, for a strong wind had risen, and they were fighting heavy waves. 

2) Wandering from our places of safety.  
· Mental wandering
· Emotional wandering
· Spiritual wandering
 
Remedy:  Develop a healthy fear of 'what might happen if....'
 
3) Unexpected events.
 
Remedy:  Expect and plan for the unexpected.
 
4) Uncontrollable circumstances.
 
Remedy:  Invest energy into that which we can have influence.
 
5) Fear of the unknown.
Matthew 14:25-26 (NLT) 25 About three o’clock in the morning Jesus came toward them, walking on the water. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the water, they were terrified. In their fear, they cried out, “It’s a ghost!” 

Remedy: Clarity about the present and the future.
 
Matthew 14:27 (NLT) 27 But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Take courage. I am here!” 
These deterrents to faith are often the very thing that should drive us toward faith.
