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What is left undone in your life?

What opportunity are you risking missing out on?

What command of God are you risking running away from?
Isaiah 43:18-19 (NLT) 18 “But forget all that— it is nothing compared to what I am going to do. 19 For I am about to do something new. See, I have already begun! Do you not see it? I will make a pathway through the wilderness. I will create rivers in the dry wasteland. 

John 7:37-39 (NLT) 37 On the last day, the climax of the festival, Jesus stood and shouted to the crowds, “Anyone who is thirsty may come to me! 38 Anyone who believes in me may come and drink! For the Scriptures declare, ‘Rivers of living water will flow from his heart.’” 39 (When he said “living water,” he was speaking of the Spirit, who would be given to everyone believing in him. But the Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus had not yet entered into his glory.) 

The tragedy of a closed mind:  
John 7:45-47 (NLT) 45 When the Temple guards returned without having arrested Jesus, the leading priests and Pharisees demanded, “Why didn’t you bring him in?” 46 “We have never heard anyone speak like this!” the guards responded.  47 “Have you been led astray, too?” the Pharisees mocked. 

1) Why do we have closed minds?  Fears of ….

· Loss of power, 

· being wrong, 

· the new, 

· the unknown, 

· the stretch, 

· failure, 

· rejection.
 

 John 7:48-49 (NLT) 48 “Is there a single one of us rulers or Pharisees who believes in him? 49 This foolish crowd follows him, but they are ignorant of the law. God’s curse is on them!” 
Opportunity Cost:
The cost of an alternative that must be forgone in order to pursue a certain action.  Put another way, the benefits you could have received by taking an alternative action.
2) What do we miss because of our closed minds?  Lost opportunity often leads to 
· resentment, 
· jealousy,

· bitterness.
 

John 7:50-52 (NLT) 50 Then Nicodemus, the leader who had met with Jesus earlier, spoke up. 51 “Is it legal to convict a man before he is given a hearing?” he asked. They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Search the Scriptures and see for yourself—no prophet ever comes from Galilee!” 

3) How do we respond to others who challenge us around our closed minds?  We can … 
· ignore it, 
· give lip service, 
· process it, 
· use it.
Remedy for a Closed Mind:  Looking, living, learning and leading beyond our own selves.
