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John 8:12-18 (NIV) …The Pharisees challenged him, "Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid."…..But if I do judge, my decisions are right, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me….
Rev. 5:5 (NLT)    But one of the twenty-four elders said to me, "Stop weeping! Look, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the heir to David's throne, has conquered. He is worthy to open the scroll and break its seven seals." 

God grants second chances when we show a second chance heart.  

Genesis 38:26 (NLT)  Judah admitted that they were his and said, "She is more in the right than I am, because I didn't keep my promise to let her marry my son Shelah." But Judah never slept with Tamar again. 

A. A second chance heart....

1) Takes responsibility for the sin.

Admits the circumstances of the sin  
Acknowledges the gravity of the sin  
Acknowledges the specificity of the sin  
2) Changes behavior, to avoid repeating the sin.  
B. The evidence of a second chance heart…
1)  A sense of abandon.  
Genesis 44:18 (NLT)   Then Judah stepped forward and said, "My lord, let me say just this one word to you. Be patient with me for a moment, for I know you could have me killed in an instant, as though you were Pharaoh himself. 

2) A commitment to integrity.   
Genesis 44:32 (NLT)   My lord, I made a pledge to my father that I would take care of the boy. I told him, 'If I don't bring him back to you, I will bear the blame forever.' 

3) A willingness to sacrifice.    

Genesis 44:33 (NLT)   Please, my lord, let me stay here as a slave instead of the boy, and let the boy return with his brothers. 

C.  The rewards of a second chance heart...

1) Immediate forgiveness and favor with God.

Genesis 49:8, 10 (NLT)   "Judah, your brothers will praise you.  You will defeat your enemies.  All your relatives will bow before you....  The scepter will not depart from Judah,            nor the ruler's staff from his descendants, until the coming of the one to whom it belongs, the one whom all nations will obey. 

2) A lasting legacy of positive influence. 

Neh. 11:4-6 (NLT)  but some of the people from Judah and Benjamin resettled in Jerusalem.  …. There were also 468 descendants of Perez who lived in Jerusalem-all outstanding men. 

Matthew 1:3 (NLT)    Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah (their mother was Tamar).  Perez was the father of Hezron.  Hezron was the father of Ram. 
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