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John 8:34-41 (New Living Translation)

 34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave of sin. 35 A slave is not a permanent member of the family, but a son is part of the family forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you are truly free. 37 Yes, I realize that you are descendants of Abraham. And yet some of you are trying to kill me because there’s no room in your hearts for my message. 38 I am telling you what I saw when I was with my Father. But you are following the advice of your father.”

 39 “Our father is Abraham!” they declared.

   “No,” Jesus replied, “for if you were really the children of Abraham, you would follow his example.[a] 40 Instead, you are trying to kill me because I told you the truth, which I heard from God. Abraham never did such a thing. 41 No, you are imitating your real father.”

   They replied, “We aren’t illegitimate children! God himself is our true Father.”

John 8:37-39 (NLT) 37 Yes, I realize that you are descendants of Abraham. And yet some of you are trying to kill me because there’s no room in your hearts for my message. 38 I am telling you what I saw when I was with my Father. But you are following the advice of your father.” 39 “Our father is Abraham!” they declared. “No,” Jesus replied, “for if you were really the children of Abraham, you would follow his example. 


 Genesis 12:1-3 (NLT) 1 The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you.  2 I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. 3 I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you.” 
So we need to bring into submission to God, our…
 

1) Physical Treasures - Re-assessing real value.

Matthew 6:19-21 (NLT) 19 “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal.  20 Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal. 21 Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. 

How can I do this?
· Celebrate austerity.

· Create wealth. 

· Develop generosity.

 

2) Influences -  Shedding 'influences of idleness' to embrace 'influences of inspiration'.
Philippians 4:8 (NLT) 8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise. 

How can I do this?

· Filter foolishness.

· Manage distractions.

· Absorb truth.

Sometimes you have to give up the good to have access to the best.

 

3) Interpersonal dealings - moving from manipulation to motivation.


1 Corinthians 13:4-7
 (NLT) 
4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. 
How can I do this?

· Repair broken relationships.

· Enjoy the 'people experience'.

· Keep short accounts.  “keeps no account of being wronged”
Key questions:  
1) Is God driving you forward?  Toward what? 

2) What will you need to submit to God?

