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John 8:43-44 (NLT) 43 Why can’t you understand what I am saying? It’s because you can’t even hear me! m44 For you are the children of your father the devil, …. He has always hated the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, it is consistent with his character; for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
We need to bring into submission to God….

1) Physical Treasures - Re-assessing real value.

2) Influences - Shedding 'influences of idleness' to embrace 'influences of inspiration'.

3) Interpersonal dealings - moving from manipulation to motivation.

A) The Conception of the Conflict:  

Ezekiel 28:17    Your heart was filled with pride because of all your beauty. You corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor. So I threw you to the earth and exposed you to the curious gaze of kings. 

Satan's expulsion from heaven due to…
Pride in his Prestige.
Ezekiel 28:13    You were in Eden, the garden of God. Your clothing was adorned with every precious stone …. all beautifully crafted for you and set in the finest gold. They were given to you on the day you were created. 

Pride in his Position.

Ezekiel 28:14    I ordained and anointed you as the mighty angelic guardian. You had access to the holy mountain of God …. 

Pride in his Possessions.

Ezekiel 28:16     Your great wealth filled you with violence, and you sinned. So I banished you from the mountain of God. ….
B) The Conduct of the Conflict:  

Genesis 3:4-6  "You won't die!" the serpent hissed. [5] "God knows that your eyes will be opened when you eat it. You will become just like God, knowing everything, both good and evil."   [6] The woman was convinced. The fruit looked so fresh and delicious, and it would make her so wise! So she ate some of the fruit. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her. Then he ate it, too. 

Satan's Strategy:  Distorting Truth.

Genesis 3: 8-10
8 When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man[a] and his wife heard the Lord God walking about in the garden. So they hid from the Lord God among the trees. 9 Then the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He replied, “I heard you walking in the garden, so I hid. I was afraid because I was naked.”

Satan's Tactics:
Deception of mankind

2 Cor. 11:14   But I am not surprised! Even Satan can disguise himself as an angel of light. 

Temptation of mankind

1 Thes. 3:5   … I sent Timothy to find out whether your faith was still strong. I was afraid that the Tempter had gotten the best of you ….. 

Blindness of mankind

2 Cor. 4:3  …Satan, the god of this evil world, has blinded the minds of those who don't believe, ….. They don't understand the message we preach about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God. 

The Conquest of the Conflict

Genesis 3:14-15 (NLT) 14 Then the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all animals, domestic and wild. You will crawl on your belly, groveling in the dust as long as you live. 15 And I will cause hostility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring. He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

What if all Means:

The Messiah would be divinely conceived.

Isaiah 7:14 (NLT) 14 All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means ‘God is with us’). 

Revelation 12:1-2 (NLT) 1 Then I witnessed in heaven an event of great significance. I saw a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon beneath her feet, and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant, and she cried out because of her labor pains and the agony of giving birth. 

Satan has the power to cripple mankind.

Isaiah 9:2 (NLT) 2 The people who walk in darkness will see a great light. For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light will shine. 

1 Peter 5:8 (NLT) 8 Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. 

Satan would be destroyed by the Messiah.

Isaiah 9:6-7 (NLT) 6 For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His government and its peace will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. ….
Revelation 20:10 (NLT) 10 Then the devil, who had deceived them, was thrown into the fiery lake of burning sulfur, joining the beast and the false prophet. There they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

